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CALVIN’S DIRECT OPERATION
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT DOCTRINE

Tom Bright

INTRODUCTION1

The doctrine considered in this lesson is an integral part of a
complete theological system called “Calvinism.” It is called “Calvin-
ism” because John Calvin is its originator. He set forth the tenets of this
system. Calvin was one of the leading lights in the Reformation Move-
ment. In fact, regarding his influences in the Reformation Movement,
some historians place Calvin second only to Martin Luther.

Calvinism, like all theological system devised by man, is wrong in
every aspect of its theology. If a person starts out wrong, it is impossi-
ble to end up right. When a person begins with error and builds upon
that error, it is impossible to come to a correct conclusion. John Calvin,
in the formulation of his doctrine, is a classic example of this principle.

In order to better understand Calvinism’s error on the operation of
the Holy Spirit, it is necessary for us to examine the basic tenets of this
philosophy. As we briefly review these items, please notice each
succeeding precept naturally flows from the preceding one.

THE BASIC TENETS OF CALVINISM
There are five major components of Calvinism. These have been

popularized with the acrostic T.U.L.I.P. We will consider each in-
dividual tenet and make some brief remarks relative to it.
Total Hereditary Depravity

The Total Heredity Depravity doctrine asserts that, as a result of
their sin in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve became totally
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depraved. That is, they “became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all
the parts and faculties of soul and body.”2 According to Calvinism, the
adjective “total” does not mean a sinner is as totally corrupt in all
actions and thoughts as it is possible to be. Rather, Calvinists mean by
it that the whole of man’s being has been affected by sin. This
corruption extends to every part of man, both body and soul. In short,
the totality of man’s faculties (his mind, will, etc.) has been affected by
sin. In this sense, we are told, man is born totally depraved.

There is still more to this doctrine. Calvinists claim that since
Adam and Eve are the “root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was
imputed; and the same death in sin, and corrupted nature, conveyed to
all their posterity descending from them by ordinary generation.”3 So,
not only did they sin, but the guilt of their sin is passed on to each
succeeding generation by the normal processes of human reproduction.
In addition, this total depravity is passed to each subsequent genera-
tion—thus, the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity.
Unconditional Election

This doctrine affirms that God has unchangeably foreordained
certain men (the elect) to everlasting life, while the others (non-elect)
are predestinated to eternal punishment. This choice was made “without
any foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in either of them,
or any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving him
thereunto; and all to the praise of his glorious grace.”4 In other words,
they affirm that God made an arbitrary and capricious choice of who
will, and will not, live eternally with Him.

Furthermore according to this doctrine, “angels and men, thus
predestinated and foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably
designed; and their number is so certain and definite that it can not be
either increased or diminished.”5 Thus, these Divine choices relative to
the elect and the non-elect are immutable, permanent, and unchange-
able.
Limited Atonement

The doctrine of Limited Atonement teaches when Christ died that
cruel and horrific death upon the cross, He died only for the elect. As
previously stated, this must be the case since Calvinism holds the
doctrine of unconditional election. Note:

Wherefore they who are elected being fallen in Adam are
redeemed by Christ ... Neither are any other redeemed by Christ,
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effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but
the elect only.6

Beck quotes Boettner, who writes:
It will be seen at once that this doctrine necessarily follows from
the doctrine of election. If from eternity God has planned to save
one portion of the human race and not another, it seems to be a
contradiction to say that His work has equal reference to both
portions, or that He sent His Son to die for those whom He had
predetermined not to save, as truly as, and in the same sense that
He was sent to die for those whom He had chosen for salvation.
These two doctrines must stand or fall together (Loraine
Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, p. 151).7

Irresistible Grace
The primary concept of the Irresistible Grace doctrine is that God

will call the elect by the direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the
human spirit. More will be said about this doctrine later in this study.
Perseverance Of The Saints

Calvinism’s doctrine, Perseverance of the Saints, advocates that all
of the elect will be saved eternally, without the loss of one. Based upon
the previous four tenets of Calvinism, this has to be the case. In the
Calvinist’s mind, election is immutable, therefore the elect will be
saved! The Westminister Confession of Faith states:

I. They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually
called and sanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally nor
finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly
persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.

II. This perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their own
free-will, but upon the immutability of the decree of
election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of
God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and interces-
sion of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit and of the seed
of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace;
from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility
thereof.8

Consequently, Calvinism affirms there is absolutely no possibility for
the elect to be lost—thus the saying, “Once Saved, Always Saved. The
free will of man does not enter into salvation. It is totally and abso-
lutely the immutability of God’s decree of election.
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The above is but a brief summary of the five basic tenets of
Calvinism. When a person understands Calvinism’s T.U.L.I.P., he
walks away with a feeling of helplessness and fatalism. There is a
questioning of God’s “justness” in the matter of salvation. Why did
God not choose to save all men, since all are supposedly born totally
depraved? How can Deity be justified in selecting only some of
humanity to be saved, while the remainder were immutably chosen to
an eternity in the torment of an never ending hell?

When a person adds to this the Calvinistic views of predestination
and foreordination, he truly begins to question God’s love for man. The
Westminister Confession of Faith says: “God from all eternity did by
the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchange-
ably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.”9 Thus, the fall of Adam and
Eve in the garden was determined by Jehovah “from all eternity.” If
this is true, then we can only conclude that the consequences of their
fall was also predetermined by Jehovah!

DEFINING THE DOCTRINE OF “IRRESISTIBLE GRACE”
As it relates to Calvinism, the doctrine of Irresistible Grace deals

specifically with the manner of how God calls the “elect.” Please
remember, in the Calvinistic mind, even though one has been chosen
by God to enjoy eternal life, before “The Effectual Calling,” “The
Call,” “The Inward Call,” “Efficacious Grace,” or “Regeneration,” this
person is totally depraved. Concerning this doctrine, Schwertley says:

The Calvinistic doctrine of efficacious grace can be understood
only if one has a correct understanding of total depravity and the
doctrine of regeneration. As noted in the chapter on total
depravity, man is not in a state in which he can cooperate with
the Holy Spirit. Man is dead spiritually (Eph. 2:1-5). He hates
the truth and Jesus Christ (Jn. 3:19-21), dwells in darkness (Jn.
1:4-5), has an uncircumcised heart of stone (Ezek. 11:19), is
helpless (Ezek. 16:4-6), cannot repent (Jer. 13:23), is a slave to
Satan (Ac. 26:17-18), and cannot see or comprehend divine truth
(1 Cor. 2:14). Can a spiritual corpse cooperate with grace? Can
a person who is blind and deaf to spiritual truth embrace it? Can
someone who hates Jesus Christ because he is born at enmity
with God change his own nature? Can a person of his own free
will hate that which he naturally loves and love that which he
naturally hates? “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the
leopard his spots? Then may you also do good who are accus-
tomed to do evil” (Jer. 13:23).10
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It is clear, Calvinism considers the unsaved person to be in such a
moral and mentally depraved state, he cannot even think anything
good!

Moseley explains that anytime the Gospel is preached, there is an
invitation, even a command. However this outward call will not of and
by itself bring sinners to Christ. He writes:

No amount of pleading, threatening, or cajoling will ever affect
a change in a blind, rebellious, deaf sinner or bring a dead person
to life. Apart from an effectual work of grace it is entirely
contrary to the unregenerate sinner’s will, desire, and nature to
acknowledge that Christ is the sovereign Lord of the universe
and trust him and him alone for salvation.11

Therefore, in the Calvinistic mind, the depravity extends to every part
of man—both soul and body, every faculty (mind, will, etc.) is corrupt.
Man can do no good. Piper says of the sinner: “In his total rebellion
everything man does is sin,”12 adding, “Man’s inability to submit to
God and do good is total.”13 Sproul wrote:

Augustine’s view of the Fall was opposed to both Pelagianism
and Semi-Pelagianism. He said that mankind is a massa peccati,
a “mess of sin,” incapable of raising itself from spiritual death.
For Augustine man can no more move or incline himself to God
than an empty glass can fill itself.14

It is at this point that Calvinism’s Irresistible Grace enters the
picture. Undoubtedly, there must be a change in the heart of the person
described above. However, according to Calvinists, this change cannot
come from anything the totally corrupt person does or thinks since he
is incapable of thinking or doing anything good. The change does not
come from any choice the individual makes. The individual’s whole
conversion is from God and that conversion is effected by a direct
impact of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of the sinner. It is miraculous
in nature and comes upon the elect simply because God has capri-
ciously elected them from the beginning.

Please note carefully the following comments in order to gain a
clear picture of the Calvinist’s concept of the process we call “conver-
sion.” Schwertley writes:

Because man is spiritually dead, only a radical, all-pervasive
change in man’s heart can enable him to embrace Jesus Christ.
In order for God’s grace to be sufficient for any man, it must be
efficacious. Only the power of God working directly upon the
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human soul can infuse it with new life. Sinful man does not need
some assistance to save himself, but a spiritual resurrection, a
total work of renovation.15

Moseley adds:
God, for reasons known only to himself, (cf. Matt. 11:25-26)
gives an inward, effectual call, in addition to the outward
invitation, to the elect in Christ. This inward call is accompanied
with the very power of God (cf. Eph. 1:19-20), and with it comes
a new birth, life, willingness (cf. Psalms 110:3) to look unto
Christ, and a desire to love and obey him. This results in a new
nature, one that is now in willing subservience to Christ, a nature
that is no longer in bondage to the prince of this world. With the
new nature comes the ability to receive the truth of the gospel.
Thus the “born of the Spirit” (cf. John 3:7-8) sinner freely and
willingly turns to Christ as Lord and Savior. The Spirit of God
gives faith and repentance to this child of God.16

Finney and McKenzie cannot be misunderstood. They plainly declare:
God’s call to salvation is unlimited but His redemption is limited
to those who believe. (Matthew 22:14) The Holy Spirit’s
conviction and drawing is what drags us to God. We do not
come by our own will, which is utterly depraved and naturally
hostile toward God. In The (sic) word “draw,” used in John 6:44,
is taken from the Greek word “helkuo,” which means literally,
“to drag.” The very same word is used in Acts 16:19, where it is
translated “dragged” in the NKJV, Amplified Version, NASB,
and the NIV. When the Holy Spirit draws sinners, He literally
drags them. Before salvation sinners are dead in trespasses and
sins. A dead person is lifeless and not able to do anything. If you
wish to move a dead person without any assistance, from one
end of a place to another you must drag him. That is exactly
what the Holy Spirit has to do to sinners to bring them to
salvation. The Holy Spirit regenerates the unregenerate by
turning a spiritually dead will that is in rebellion against God to
one that is spiritually alive and willingly accepts Jesus as Savior
and Lord.17

Thus, according to Calvinism, in order for the elect to become a
believer, he is totally and miraculously made new. Everything is
changed, he is given a new nature. The individual has no choice in the
matter and is completely passive in the whole process. After all, God
is the Sovereign Ruler of the universe. He has foreordained such to be,
therefore it will come to pass. Even though mankind can resist the
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Gospel call for a period of time, ultimately the Holy Spirit, by a direct
operation upon the soul of the person, will bring about this change.

It is this event which Calvinism refers to as “the new birth.”
Reisinger says: “The new birth, or regeneration, is God giving us the
spiritual life that enables us to do what we must do (repent and believe),
but CANNOT DO because of our bondage to sin.”18

CALVINIST’S DEFENSE OF “IRRESISTIBLE GRACE”
In defense of their Irresistible Grace doctrine, Calvinists’ argu-

ments are manifold. Because of space limitations, only those most
commonly used will be considered here.
The Sovereignty Of God

Calvinism affirms God is the Absolute Ruler of the universe. Thus,
whatever He has decreed will come to pass.

This sovereignty of God is inseparably linked to their view of
“predestination” and “foreordination,” that is, God has ordained
whatsoever comes to pass.19 An example of this is seen in my paternal
grandfather who was a Primitive Baptist preacher. According to my
father in the flesh, my grandfather would not go to the cellar when a
storm was coming. His argument was: “If God is going to take you, He
will get you in a cellar as easy as on the front porch” (at least he was
consistent!). My father also told me that he remembered going to
“camp meetings” in western Arkansas as a boy and hearing Primitive
Baptist preachers—while holding up their index finger and bending
it—preach, “You cannot bend your finger unless God has foreordained
it.” This is the logical conclusion of their doctrine.

All Bible believers accept the sovereignty of God. However, that
is not the question. The controversy centers upon the extent to which
God uses His power. We ask: “Does absolute power demand absolute
control? Is man nothing more than a machine or a robot?”

Relative to the implications of this doctrine, the Westminister
Confession of Faith seeks to justify God by asserting: “God from all
eternity did by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.”20 The human
authors of this creed, evidently realizing the logical consequences of
this statement, immediately sought to justify the great I Am with the
words, “... nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is the
liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather estab-
lished.”21 No proof is given, just simply an assertion.
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How can one justify God’s actions relative to the Calvinistic
doctrine of predestination and foreordination? In their mind, there are
the elect and the non-elect, which are based solely on capricious
choices made by Jehovah. If such is the case, how can one justify
God’s actions as being just? The non-elect, who have immutably
decreed to be so by God Himself, “shall go away into everlasting
punishment” (Mt. 25:46). There is one question crying for an answer:
“Is God just in this?”

Yes, we are told God has decreed some to be lost eternally, from
which edict there is no escape whatsoever! They are doomed eternally
simply because God has determined that frightening end for them from
the beginning of time! The words, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess. 1:8-9),
are applicable to them simply because of an immutable mandate from
a loving (?) Creator! Who can believe such?

The fact is, the Bible reveals the Sovereign Ruler of the universe
and how He created the heavens and the earth and all things in them.
Man, the final act of His six days of creative power, was made in the
image of the Creator, and given “free moral agency” to choose to
follow, or not to follow, Jehovah. The Bible clearly establishes the
concept of the Supreme Being of the universe Who desires to be served
and worshiped by an intelligent, choice-making being—one who will
worship and serve Him simply because he has chosen to do so.
Compare that to the Calvinistic notion that man is created and destined
to act out a predetermined life here on earth, a life in which there are no
personal choices possible that can ultimately affect his eternal destiny.
The elect would certainly appreciate this, but the non-elect can only
endure an existence of eternal pain and anguish from God’s presence.
Yet, the non-elect will have one consolation. They can constantly
repeat the words, “It’s not my fault, It’s not my fault, It’s not my fault.”
Is this not a comforting and consoling picture that glorifies the God of
the Bible! Who can believe it?
Calvinism’s Biblical Proof

Calvinists use several passages from Scripture in a vain effort to
prove their doctrine of Irresistible Grace. Passages Finney and
McKenzie list for proof include:
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Genesis 20:6, 35:5; Exodus 34:23; Deuteronomy 2:25, 30:6;
Judges 14:1-4; 1 Kings 4:29; 1 Chronicles 22:12, 29:18; Ezra
1:1, 5, 6:22, 7:27; Nehemiah 1:11, 2:8, 12; Esther 2:17, 4:14,
6:1-4; Ezekiel 36:25-32; Psalm 33:10, 65:4, 139:16; Proverbs
21:1; Isaiah 44:28; Jeremiah 10:24; Haggai 1:14; Luke 24:16,
31, 45; John 6:37, 45, 10:3, 4, 27; Acts 11:18, 13:48, 16:14,
17:26; 1 Corinthians 3:5, 12:13, 15:10; 2 Corinthians 8:16;
Galatians 2:8; Ephesians 2:1-6, 3:7; Philippians 2:13; Hebrews
13:20; James 4:13-15.22

In the article from which these “proof texts” were taken, the authors do
not refer to most of the verses listed. However, one of the passages
most frequently used by Calvinists will be considered.

Jesus said, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him” (Jn. 6:44). From this verse, they argue that the
original word for “draw” is translated “dragged” (Acts 16:19), in some
of the new versions. They affirm that the original Greek word means
literally to “drag.” Therefore, in John 6:44, they have the idea of the
Holy Spirit dragging the elect by irresistible grace! However, Thayer
says there is a metaphorical use of the word which means “to draw by
inward power, lead, impel.”23 That this is the sense of the word in this
verse can be seen in the following verse.

In John 6:45, Jesus continues: “It is written in the prophets, And
they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard,
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” Here, the Master
affirms that those who come to Him are those who have heard and
learned of the Father. This is totally opposite to the doctrine of
irresistible grace. Jesus said there is first a hearing and a learning, then
one comes to the Father. Calvinism says that one comes by a direct
operation of the Holy Spirit, resulting in a totally new nature. Here is
how the Calvinist, Moseley, explains it.

This inward call is accompanied with the very power of God (cf.
Eph. 1:19-20), and with it comes a new birth, life, willingness
(cf. Psalms 110:3) to look unto Christ, and a desire to love and
obey him. This results in a new nature, one that is now in willing
subservience to Christ, a nature that is no longer in bondage to
the prince of this world. With the new nature comes the ability
to receive the truth of the gospel. Thus the “born of the Spirit”
(cf. John 3:7-8) sinner freely and willingly turns to Christ as
Lord and Savior. The Spirit of God gives faith and repentance to
this child of God.24
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We ask, according to Calvinism, how does the new nature come? Their
response is that it is by a direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the
spirit of man—the individual does not, and cannot in any way, make
one single choice in the whole process—it is done because God has so
decreed. Do Calvinism and Jesus agree? Clearly there is a dichotomy
between the two.

We need to understand this one point: Every passage in the Bible
which refers to the Gospel call, Calvinism injects the doctrine of
irresistible grace, without fail! In their mind, it is always a direct
operation of the Holy Spirit.

THE “FREE WILL” OF MAN
IS A PART OF GOD’S PLAN TO SAVE MAN

In stark contrast to Calvinism, the Bible clearly teaches that man
plays a part in his own salvation. By this it is meant, God has given
man free will; a person can choose whether he will or will not follow
God.

It is interesting to note that Calvinism claims to affirm the free will
of man. However, one needs to carefully study their view of “free will.”
Notice the following:

Calvinists give lip-service to man’s free will, but they do not
really believe in it. They say that man, in order to have free will,
needs only to voluntarily choose his acts in accord with his own
desires and motives; it matters not that God, as Sovereign, has
foreordained these desires and motives, along with the choices
themselves. Now, does this sound like free moral agency to you?
According to Calvinists, a person may have only one course of
action open to him and still be free. “For example,” they say, “a
man may be locked in a room, but not want to get out. He
therefore cannot get out (that is certain), but equally he does not
want to get out (he is not there against his will).” [1] In other
words, even though God has foreordained every single choice
one makes, every choice is still free because God has also
foreordained that each choice man makes will be made volun-
tarily. Carl F.H. Henry, the founding editor of Christianity
Today, noted theologian, educator, lecturer, and author of more
than twenty-five books, explains (?) it this way: “To be morally
responsible man needs only the capacity for choice, not the
freedom of contrary choice ... Human beings voluntarily choose
to do what they do. The fact that God has foreordained human
choices and that His decree renders human actions certain does
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not therefore negate human choice.”[2] As the famed Calvinist
Loraine Boettner asserts, “God so controls the thoughts and wills
of men that they freely [?] and willingly [?] do what He has
planned for them to do.”25

When one closely reads the above quote, it is easy to see the self-
contradiction and absolute confusion existing in Calvinism. For
instance, how is it possible that in order for man to be morally
responsible, he only needs the capacity to make choices, not the
freedom to make “contrary” choices? Is it true that God controls man
to the extent that he willingly and freely does what God has predestined
them to do? How can it be that God has foreordained man’s choices,
but that does not negate human choice? It is shameful that some are
willing to be self-contradictory in their arguments in an effort to sustain
an unsustainable position. They would not accept such self-contradic-
tion in any other realm of existence.

We conclude, therefore, that Calvinism’s lip service to the free will
of man is just that, “lip service.” It is sad when supposedly educated
men, in an effort to uphold their false teaching, will stoop to being
illogical and use unreasonable argumentation.

The Calvinistic theology is so intricately entwined that if a person
disproves any one element, the rest necessarily crumbles. If the Bible
teaches that man has free will (to accept or reject God’s offer of
salvation), then Calvinism crumbles. Contrary to Calvinism, the Bible
does teach that man has free will.

First, Ezekiel proves that man has a choice. He wrote: “Say unto
them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezek.
33:11). According to Calvinism, God does have pleasure in the death
of the wicked. Furthermore, in this passage the non-elect are necessar-
ily included. They CANNOT turn from their evil ways and the elect
included in this number WILL turn away from their evil ways, because
of Divine fiat. Moreover, the question, “why will ye die, O house of
Israel” is absolutely senseless. The answer was determined by God “in
the beginning” (so says Calvinism).

Second, Moses proves that man has a choice. He wrote:
Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A
blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your God,
which I command you this day: And a curse, if ye will not obey



410 Calvin’s Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit Doctrine

the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of
the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods,
which ye have not known (Deut. 11:26-28).

Why would God offer a blessing or a curse based on one’s keeping or
not keeping His commandments? After all, Calvinism says a man will
make the choice which has already been predetermined by God. The
elect will ultimately follow God, but not because they chose to do so!
They will do this because God has decreed it from the beginning.

Third, Joshua evidently thought man had a choice. He said, “And
if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye
will serve ... but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh.
24:15). Calvinism says man has no choice regarding who he will serve.
Whichever Joshua’s auditors chose, it was predetermined by God.
Furthermore, how was Joshua so sure he and his house would serve
God? Did he know something other people did not know?

Fourth, Jesus said: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” (Mt. 23:37). If every-
thing is predetermined by God, the people of Jerusalem had no choice
in the matter. They “would not” because they “could not”!

Fifth, Peter wrote: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”
(2 Pet. 3:9). This apostle of Christ affirmed that God does not will any
to perish. Yet, Calvinism affirms that God does will for some to perish!
Which one will we choose today? Undoubtedly, this whole verse verily
breathes of the free will of man. Man can choose to follow God, or he
can choose to follow Satan. This very fact destroys Calvinism’s
irresistible grace.

The wise man wrote: “Because I have called, and ye refused; I have
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; But ye have set at nought
all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh” (Pro. 1:24-26). The
charge is, “ye refused ... no man regarded ... ye have set at nought all
my counsel ... would none of my reproof.” According to Calvinism,
they had no other choice; Deity had decreed it from the beginning.
They could do nothing other than what they did. The only thing they
could do was: Refuse, not regard, set at nought God’s counsel and have
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nothing to do with His reproof. Moreover, God said: “I also will laugh
at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh.” Here is the
picture. God will laugh and mock them when they do what He has
predestined them to do, that is, when they refuse to obey Him! Is this
the God we worship?

Sixth, Stephen said: “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do
ye” (Acts 7:51). His auditors had done exactly as their fathers. They
resisted the Holy Spirit. According to Calvinism, how could they and
their fathers not be guilty of resisting the Spirit of God? This had been
foreordained from the beginning. Additionally, they are condemned for
doing what God had predetermined! Furthermore, God would ulti-
mately punish them for their sin of resisting the Holy Spirit, but they
could do nothing other than resist Him. That is Calvinism—with all of
its ugliness and the unjustness of its whole scheme.

There are numerous other passages which prove that man has the
choice of following righteousness or sin. Every such passage overturns
the whole hideous scheme of Calvinism. Calvinism’s whole system of
theology is repulsive and is nothing less than a monstrosity of man’s
device. If I am of the elect, it is because God has chosen me from the
beginning. If I am of the non-elect, it is solely because of the arbitrary
choice of Jehovah Himself.

According to Calvinism, God has predetermined who will be saved
and who will be lost eternally. The Holy Spirit will call the elect to
eternal salvation, and the non-elect will be everlastingly punished by
the very God Who decreed their rejection from the beginning! That is
the God of Calvinism!

DEAVER’S “SPIRITUAL STEROIDS”
HAS MANY SIMILARITIES TO CALVINISM

Over the past ten years or so, a new doctrine has come to light
which resembles Calvinism in many ways. Deaverism26 openly
advocates a direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the spirit of man
in order to effect a greater degree (level) of the fruit of the Spirit in the
individual Christian’s life. The basic view is that individual Christians,
by desire and diligence, can attain only to a certain level (degree) of the
fruit of the Spirit, one beyond which they cannot attain of and by and
through themselves. Thus, it is essential for the Holy Spirit to step in
and, by operating directly upon the human spirit, bring the person to
another level.
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Deaverites claim to accept the all-sufficiency of the Scriptures. But,
when questioned about it, according to them the Bible is all-sufficient
“informationally only.” In other words, the inspired Word of God is
sufficient to give us the information needed, but there must be
something beyond that. Ron Cosby27 refers to this as “spiritual ste-
roids.” A more fitting term cannot be found.

Deaver resents the fact that many have compared his new doctrine
with Calvinism. However, the resemblance of the two doctrines is
striking. Calvinists argue for a direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon
the heart of the sinner to effect conversion. Deaver argues for the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of the New Testament
Christian to effect a greater level of spiritual maturity and service.
Calvinism affirms that the Holy Spirit does something the sinner does
not have the power to accomplish. Deaver affirms that the Holy Spirit
accomplishes something for the child of God that he cannot accomplish
himself, i.e., a higher level of spiritual maturity and service (by a
Divine injection of spiritual steroids).

Furthermore, Calvinism argues that the inspired Word of God does
not have the power to accomplish the task of conversion—the Holy
Spirit must operate directly upon the human heart. Deaver argues that
the inspired Word of God does not have the power to bring a child of
God to that level of spiritual maturity and service needed, therefore, He
must directly inject him with “spiritual steroids,” inducing something
into the heart of the Christian which he cannot gain by his own efforts.

GOD HAS ALWAYS USED
ONLY ONE WAY TO CHANGE THE MIND OF MAN

A person can search the Bible from front to back and he will
discover that God has used only one method to effect a moral or ethical
change in mankind—by appealing to one’s heart through the medium
of His word. There is not a single case in all of the Bible wherein the
Holy Spirit ever worked directly upon the heart of a man to induce a
person to make a moral or ethical change. God has always worked
through the medium of words. Jehovah never once forced a change of
heart such as is advocated by Calvin or Deaver—not one!

Paul affirmed: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). God’s Word is all-
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sufficient in revealing what one must do to be saved, and it is all-
sufficient in telling us how to continue to “walk in the light” (1 Jn. 1:7).

In every area of man’s existence, whether it be in the area of
conversion or living the sanctified life, the Holy Spirit works through
His medium, i.e., the Word of God. Every individual has the responsi-
bility of allowing the inspired Word to dwell in his heart—to rule,
reign, dominate, and control his life. When one does this, he has done
what Paul commanded when he penned: “Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom” (Col. 3:16). He has also fulfilled the
command to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Man does not need
the direct working of the Holy Spirit to become a child of God, neither
does the Christian need “spiritual steroids” directly from the Holy
Spirit. When the Word of God is accepted as one’s guide in life, he
may produce “an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold” (Mt.
13:8), “according to his several ability” (Mt. 25:15). When we, like the
woman who poured the “alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very
precious” (Mk. 14:3) on the head of Jesus, had “done what she could”
(Mk. 14:8), we will be blessed in our efforts.

An alien sinner can hear the Word of God, realize he is a sinner in
God’s sight and then choose to respond to the Gospel call by obeying
“from the heart that form of doctrine” (Rom. 6:17), thus becoming a
New Testament Christian. Each person has the free will to choose the
one he will serve.

CONCLUSION
The New Testament Christian is simply striving to be a follower of

Christ, striving with all his being to be the kind of disciple Jesus
revealed He wanted. It is man, practicing his God-given free will, who
chooses to follow Christ, “the blessed and only Potentate, the King of
kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). “Spiritual steroids” are not a
part of the Divine plan.
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